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The statistics are relentless and disturbing. The details are gruesome and troubling. The destructive nature 


of gun violence is evident every single day. Obscured by the numbers are the realities of the lives lost, the 
lives destroyed. 


Victims’ families constantly face questions and comments about their loved ones, mostly about the 
circumstances of the gun violence. We seek to focus on the lives that were lived before the split second, 
unacceptable, bad decision was made by the shooter. These were people who did not deserve the 
consequences of that devastating choice. These people were - and are - more than numbers. 


The artists participating in the Souls Shot: Portraits of Victims of Gun Violence were matched with the 
families and friends of victims, or, in some cases, artists already had personal connections with victims. The 
artists set out to illuminate the lives of these victims. These portraits represent only a very small fraction of 
the people affected by this epidemic of gun violence. 


On behalf of all those who participated in creating this exhibition, we hope you will be moved by the images 
and that you will get to know the depth of these unique human beings, our fellow souls. 


Many thanks to The Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill and Heeding God's Call to End Gun 
Violence for their sponsorship of this exhibition. 


Laura Madeleine 
Rebecca Thornburgh 


I drew Darryl's parents and Darryl from a photo, many photos. After making ten paintings 

from a photo, I chose three: One with his eyes closed, which is how I drew his father, the background shows 
the intertwining streets where his life ended; the second I liked for its presence and the third indicates the im- 
portance of his tattoos in the background. 


Meri Adelman, artist 


Darryl V. Singleton Sept 14, 1991 - Sept 13, 2016 


Darryl was our first born son. I always say, “he made us a family.” As a child growing up, Darryl 

was friendly, outgoing and kind. He touched many lives in a positive way during his short life. We will treas- 
ure our memories of his smile, his laugh, his compassion for others. Our family hopes that the Soul Shots pro- 
ject helps us to remember the way Darryl lived, not the way that he died. 


Trina Singleton, Darryl’s mother 


Remember When We Were Together 
Portrait of Darryl V. Singleton 
Meri Adelman 


watercolor, ink and gouache on Pellon 
20” x 28” 2017 


Daniel’s Close Call 


One night in 2009, Daniel delivered a pizza to a South Philly residence and as he was returning to his car, 
Christine (his fiancé), who was sitting in the front seat heard popping noises. When she looked out the 
window she saw Daniel on the ground. Apparently, two teenage boys wanted to rob Daniel but he resisted 
and there was a struggle. One of the boys shot him four times -one shot in each leg and two shots that grazed 
his head. Christine rushed him to the nearby hospital where two bullets were removed from his upper legs. A 
few hours later he walked out of the hospital. Today he is married to Christine and has two boys. 


Donna Backues, artist 


Survivor 

Portrait of Daniel 

Donna Backues 

charcoal & pastel on paper 22”x 30” 2017 


Mario died when he 34 years old. I set out to paint 34 minutes a day for 34 days. I became concerned around 
day 15 or so. As the deadline encroached so did this sense of urgency to arrive at an image that would satisfy 
Mario's family. I felt the meta cognitive symbiosis of art making folding to this hindrance of a deadline. My 
wrestling with the image resembled a dampened version of the Kiibler-Ross Stages of Grief: denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression, and acceptance. Initially I denied the time limitation. My discontent resembled anger. 
I bargained in that I entertained shortcuts and compromise. I wrestled with a muted melancholy that at- 
tempted to suffocate vigor, and this simulated depression yielded to a bolder acceptance- that this image, 
while appearing unfinished, expresses a life cut short but profoundly fulfilled. My journey through these 
stages was humbly dwarfed in contrast to the dark night that Cheryl, Hakeem, and the rest of Mario's family 
endure as they process their loss. This experience woke me to the spirit of a man loved by many, that I've on- 
ly met by way of painting his portrait. 


Constance Brady, artist 


Mario (facing page), Cheryl's Hearth, 
Kareem’s Seat, is Mario’s Mantel 
Portraits of Mario Pedro 

Constance Brady, 

oil on canvas 12” x 12” 2017 (facing page) 
oil on canvas 40" x 30" 2017 


It was an honor to be able to paint an image that I pray will bring warm memories of Alejandro's smile to his 
family and friends. 


Beth Carson, artist 
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Alejandro 

Portrait of Alejandro Garcia 
Beth Carson 

oil on canvas 12” x 15” 2017 


Philadelphia Police Officer Gary Skerski was shot and killed 11 years ago while he investigated a call for a 
robbery in progress at Pat's Cafe in Northeast Philadelphia. Gary had been approaching the rear entrance of 
the bar just as the suspect was exiting. Without hesitation, the suspect fired one shot from a shotgun, striking 
Gary in the neck. He passed away a short time later at the hospital. His killer was caught and sentenced to 
life in prison without parole. Gary was a 16 year veteran of the Philadelphia Police Department, a loving hus- 
band and a father of two. 


Jonny Castro, artist 
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A Philadelphia Hero 


Portrait of Police Officer Gary Skerski 
Jonny Castro 


digital painting on canvas 14” x 18” 2017 


For I dipped into the future, 

far as the eyes could see, 

saw a vision of the world 

and all the wonder that could be. 
Alfred Lord Tennyson 


The eyes of Guy Anthony Green captivated me since I first received the photos from his mother for this project. I 
have always loved exploring faces, crows’ feet, laugh lines, scars, the asymmetry . . . the EYES and the stories 
they tell. 


By painting with acrylics, drawing with charcoal and pencil, collaging with vintage papers, painted papers and 
then adding multiple layers of encaustic medium, I wanted to preserve the story of Guy and imagine 
his future. 


Karen Shechtman Cole, artist 


My, My First Born Son 
3-27-76TO1-8-99 


G- genuine 

U-unique 

Y-youthful 

A-artistic 

N-nostalgic 

T-tolerant 

H-appy 

O-ut going 

N- ame Sake 

Y-earning For Inner Peace 

G-generous 

R-reserved 

E-arnest 

E-nthusiast 

N-ight Hawk 

I remember sit in a chair at your grandmom Connie's house thinking of you, crying thinking how could this be, 
it's not real you are going to walk in this house soon!!! BUT, THAT INNER VOICE, THAT SINKING FEELING, 
NUMBNESS. 


P P P P 
My son when I think/ thought of you this is what/ how I describe you in words 626206464 


ONE LOVE UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN LOVE MOM 


Kim Green, Guy’s mother 
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An Untold Story 
Portrait of Guy Anthony Green 
Karen Shechtman Cole 


acrylic, collage, charcoal, encaustic 
24" x 24" 2017 


Police Officer John Marynowitz was permanently disabled by gunfire and his partner was killed in the line of 
duty in 1993. His injuries have physically confined him to a wheelchair but have not restrained his spirit. John 
remains positive and trusts that you can move on, no matter what happens in life. Faith allowed John and his 
family to find purpose in their circumstances and to offer others encouragement and support over the past 
twenty years. He asked that a cross be held in his right hand and “Jesus I trust in you” be included in the 
painting. 


Lisa Domenic, artist 


Jesus I Trust in You 
Portrait of John Marynowitz 
Lisa Domenic 

oil painting 16” x 20” 2017 


As a victim of street violence a few years ago, this exhibition captured my attention immediately. I survived 
my attack. Raymond Pantoja did not. His mother and the rest of his family carry a symbolic torch in memory 
of this talented young man whose earthly form should still be with us today. Instead one senseless act of 
violence yet again has taken a precious life from us. A life full of promise. A life of hopes and dreams. 


Mikel Elam, artist 


Raymond J. Pantoja is a beloved son; father, brother, grandson, nephew and friend. Raymond known as R. J. 
to his family was tragically taken from his family on April 10, 2016 at age 26 by a senseless act of gun 
violence. R.J. went to intervene to stop an altercation of a friend and was physically attacked by multiple 
persons and shot once. He died a hero. 

Raymond, a native Cruzan was born in the beautiful island of St. Croix on May 4, 1989. Music was one of his 
biggest passions. So much so that he wrote about what he saw in urban communities and would create lyrics 
and entwined them with music producing several songs. He was a great conversationalist and loved to make 
people feel wonderful and that they were loved. Raymond would love to make people laugh and never really 
seemed to ever see the evilness of the world. So much so that he lost his life helping another human being. 
“Raymond, our R.J, we were blessed to have you for 26 beautiful years. Your existence equated love. As 
stated since the moment you were born and will continue after death, “I love you infinity plus infinity and 
beyond and forever and ever my baby you'll be”! Raymond’s death will create a difference for future 
generations to bring change to failing systems that exist in our nation. His death will not be in vain. R.J. was 
here, he lived, he loved and he will always be loved. 

R.J. favorite sayings: 

If no one told you they love you today, I love you! 

At the darkest times is when the stars shine the brightest. 

Personal music lyric: Yigadoe 

Greatest love: His daughter, Johanna Evette Pantoja - Nazario 


Lisa Espinosa, Raymond’s mother 


Heaven 


Portrait of Raymond Pantoja 
Mikel Elam 
mixed media on canvas 16.5” x 23” 2017 


“Jarell is still with us, and he is everywhere” are the words spoken by his father, Joel, that inspired me to 
paint this portrait. I started to know Jarell through family stories and photographs, his laughter which could 
never allow anyone to stay angry at him, and his love of family and friends. Included in this portrait are the 
places and people that were important to Jarell, his parents Cheryl and Joel Seay, his brother Joel, Wildwood 
and Philadelphia, and some of the children who have benefited from the foundation, created to honor his 
memory, which hosts many events in the spirit of peace and love and also helps families impacted by gun 
violence. As it is called the Jarell Christopher Seay Love and Laughter Foundation, I wanted love and laughter to 
be the essence of the painting. 


My own anti-gun sentiments have lead me to the Souls Shot Project and thus to the life of this young man, 
whom I never knew and now feel connected to with deep affection. Iam honored to have had the opportuni- 
ty to meet Joel and Cheryl who work tirelessly to make our city a better and safer place. 


Helene Halstuch, artist 


Jarell Christopher Seay born June 2, 1992 and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania which is known as the City 
of Brotherly Love. He grew up ina loving home with his mom, dad, and older brother Joel who he looked up 
to. He lived a rich and fulfilling life. It was not uncommon for the Seay family to take their boys and their 
buddies to the Jersey shore, family outings, shopping, Broadway plays, holidays in Florida, and to church. 
Family fun times were endless, and love abounded wherever they traveled. Love and Laughter was and still is 
the family motto. The Seay home was the place to go when you needed help. They are givers and always sup- 
ported the community. After dinner on Easter Sunday April 24, 2001, the family suffered the most horrific 
tragedy one could ever experience. They witnessed the life of their youngest son transition right before their 
eyes to senseless gun violence. Jarell did not get the opportunity to graduate from high school, marry, or have 
children. Yet his legacy lives on through their work of the non-profit organization established in his honor 
and from this beautiful painting created by artist Helene and the Souls Shot Project. We are grateful to you for 
telling our story without words. In all you do, Let LOVE Be the Power that Rules You! 


Cheryl Seay, Jarell’s mother 


Jarell 

Portrait of Jarell Christopher Seay 
Helene Halstuch 

oil on panel 14.5" x 22" 2017 


Justin was an amazing, bright child. He was curious and had a thirst for learning. Justin enjoyed fishing with 
his uncle and friends. He was very passionate about nature. He would rescue and feed all creatures in need. 
Justin dreamed of becoming a veterinarian and owning a pet store one day. He was very loving, thoughtful, 
giving and generous to his family, friends or anyone in need. He was full of life and a great sense of humor. 
Justin was a dedicated son and grandson, a loving cousin and nephew. Justin loved life and that is his beauti- 
ful legacy that will live on. 


Kathy Lees, Justin’s mother 


Justin Reyes 

Portrait of Justin Reyes 
Christopher Hardgrove 

acrylic and watercolor on cotton 
16” x 20” 2017 


Khiry Johnson - “Incomplete ...” May 31, 1989 - January 1, 2013 

The photograph that became my model for this portrait struck me immediately. Unlike the family snapshots 
of Khiry enjoying the milestones of his life, this photograph said more about the person inside. To me, this is 
Khiry relishing life with an open heart, reveling in the music of his soul. Described as down to earth, with an 
amazing sense of humor, Khiry’s promise for a brilliant future was just beginning. A focused 23-year-old, 
graduate of Temple’s Fox School of Business, he worked full time job as an ambulance dispatcher. Khiry’s 
portrait is not signed or finished, just as his life is “Incomplete...” 


Ann Price Hartzell, artist 


Stephen Khiry Johnson, commonly known as Khiry, was a beloved son, grandson, brother, cousin, and friend. 
Born May 31, 1989, Khiry was down to earth, easy-going and kind. He was full of life and could bring joy into 
any space. Khiry was curious and inquisitive, but in a light-hearted way. He had an amazing sense of humor 
and could make any room laugh; he was the master of easing any tension or conflict in a room. Everyone in 
his family loved him to death. Khiry loved neo-soul, cracking jokes and home-cooked food. Khiry was shot at 
a New Year’s Eve party on January 1, 2013 as he tried to break up a fight at the party. Prior to his passing 
Khiry was a student in the business school at Temple University who had ambitions to go into the Navy be- 
fore opening up his own business to be a resource to his community. Khiry was a brilliant, loving young man 
whose potential was cut short by gun violence. There's not a day that goes by that his family does not miss 
him. 


Denae Johnson, Khiry's cousin 


Incomplete ... 

Portrait of Khiry Johnson 
Ann Price Hartzell 

acrylic on wood 18" x 24" 2017 


I want to say WE LOVE AND MISS YOU SO MUCH. 


Yullio Robbins, mother of James Walke III 
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That Smile 
Portrait of James Walke III 
Ann Price Hartzell 


black and white acrylic on canvas 
22" x 28" 2018 


In a media-saturated culture, murder victims are often seen as statistics. My goal with this painting of Aaron 
was to remind us that each number represents a soul of inestimable worth. Historically, gold has been used 
to represent the valuable or spiritual and portraits have often been reserved for the important. I used gold to 
paint a portrait of Aaron because, as a person, he was just as valuable as a king and as soulful as a saint. He 
was a fellow human being made imago dei, with joys, hopes, and fears. His life is worthy of remembrance. 


Corinne Holloway, artist 


He was 19 years of age when he was murdered. 

He is my son's father. 

My son was 2 years of age when he passed away. 

Aaron liked to play basketball and he loved to rap (make music). 

Aaron was very close to his family. 

Aaron made me smile easily. And even at such a young age, he was my friend and my lover. 
Aaron had a silly side that he didn't show to everyone. 

I loved his smile so much! 

I love the fact that he gave me my first born son! 

I hate the fact that he was taken away from us too soon! 

As I sit here typing this I am starting to cry! 

My favorite memory of Aaron was him selling his car so that we could put a deposit on our apartment. 
But overall, we have so many great memories. 


Dana Maxwell, Aaron’s partner 


Aaron M 


Portrait of Aaron Morris 
Corinne Holloway 


gold gouache and watercolor on canvas 
25” x 34” 2017 


In my work I usually depict the human form, but I don't often paint traditional portraits. In fact, in much of 
my work the face is intentionally obscured to leave a sense of anonymity or universality. Painting this por- 
trait of Jalil was a very different experience. It was challenging for me to capture his unique expression, but I 
found that the focus and effort required of me led me to reflect more deeply on him as a person. While paint- 
ing I thought of his mother, children, brother, and family, and of all they loved about him and the loss his 
absence continues to be. The act of painting can be something like a meditation or a prayer, and I felt as 
though I was doing both while working on this project. 


Anna Kocher, artist 


Jalil Hassan Hoskin-Truesdale was a young man with dreams and admiration. He graduated from Delaware 
Valley Charter School at the age of 16. He is a father of three children, the brother of an older sibling, and my 
baby. September 4, when my son's life was taken, changed my life as well as my family. 


Janet Truesdale, mother of Jalil 


The Aching 

Portrait of Jalil Hassan Hoskin-Truesdale 
Anna Kocher 

oil and graphite on canvas 20" x 24" 2017 


Sharif Rasheed Williams was 32 in 2009. Before he was shot and killed, he was a “happy go lucky person,” 
according to his mother Joanne Williams. He was outgoing with a good heart and loved his children. He 
loved to travel and generally enjoy life. He was proud of his red Corvette and his blue razor pit bull dogs, 
Christian and Dior. He took his mom to a special Frankie Beverly concert for Mothers’ Day. He worked hard 
and played hard. 


In making this portrait I wanted to include the things that Sharif loved and enjoyed and try to make it fun 
and colorful, as it seems that is how he lived his short life. There are names of those left behind. As Joanne 
pointed out to me, killing one person wounds many others. The little boy in the piece is also Sharif, a sweetie 
with the same smile he took to adulthood. It was a challenge to pull this all together but I felt privileged to 
get to know, as best I could, this man in the photos. His name in the heart at the top is the tattoo his mother 
Joanne got after he was gone. 


Laura Madeleine, artist 


My dad Sharif was very outgoing, loving, and overprotective about his “pooh”. He treated me like royalty, 
and anytime I needed him he was there in a heartbeat. Losing you had to be the worst thing that ever hap- 
pened to me. Seven years definitely was not enough time with you and it left me mentally unstable. I remem- 
ber getting the news . .. worst day of my life. I was just wishing it was all a dream. Even until this day, I wish 
I could’ve just told him that I love him one last time. My last birthday spent with [him] was Dorney Park. I 
think. He got mad and we left early because nobody was listening. My dad treated me like the princess I am 


and you will forever be in my heart. I love you and I can’t wait to see you again. ¥ 


My father was a man who had smiles to brighten your days. He was patient and kind and the very best 
friend you could ever hope for. I can’t tell you daddy, how many tears I’ve cried since the day I was told my 
dad had died. It seems so impossible even though I know it’s true, everything I see around me reminds me of 
you. I think of you most on your birthday, father’s day, and my birthday. Happy some days, sad the other, 
but right now I can feel you in my heart and you are always on my mind. I just wish I could have said one 
last goodbye. 


Laniyah, Sharif’s daughter 
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Enjoying 

Portrait of Sharif Rasheed Williams 
Laura Madeleine 

batik painting on silk 20” x 30” 2017 


One of my after-school students had a cousin who was murdered during this past school year. My student 
asked me if I would do a portrait of her cousin to be displayed at his funeral. Circumstances intervened and I 
was not able to create a piece for her. When the Souls Shot Portrait Project evolved, I immediately thought of 
my student's loss. I asked her and her family for their permission to portray him for the exhibition with the 
hope that it could bring some comfort to them. 


Almir Gresham's brother Khalid wrote some thoughts about his brother so that I could get to know the kind 
of person he was. 


Paula Mandel, artist 


Almir was 31 when he passed away. However Almir didn't have a chance to have any children of his own 
due to his untimely death. 


He enjoyed spending time with his family. Almir put his family above any and everything. 
Almir went to school to specialize in the H-VAC field. 
He also was in love with automobiles he always wanted the latest and fastest car that Dodge would manufac- 


ture. 


Traveling was one thing that helped Almir see that America is an extremely big place. He loved Miami and 
the beautiful weather along with the beach. 


Almir will never be forgotten, although his physical presence is no longer with us... his spirit lives with us 
each and everyday... 


We love and miss you Mir-Mir. 


Khalid Gresham, Almir’s brother 


A Life Cut Short 


Portrait of Almir Alwyn 


Paula Mandel 


2017 


x 14” 


glass and enamels 14” 


While I have always been deeply concerned about gun violence and its tragic results, meeting Charles's 
mother, Movita, has been an opportunity for me to further meditate on the ways in which gun vio- 

lence forever alters the lives of the victims, their families, and their assailants. Charles was an amazing man, 
emerging into life as an adult, and his life was tragically and so needlessly cut short. My heart goes out to 
Charles and his family and friends, and in this piece, I have strived to honor him, his life, and his love of his 
family. 


Nathalie Miller, artist 


Charles Andre’ Johnson was born September 20th, 1992. He was the youngest of four children. On January 
12th, 2011 at 10:40 p.m. in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania two young men walked up to the car that Charles was 
sitting in waiting for his sister and opened fire. At 12:55 a.m. on January 13th 2011 Charles Andre’ Johnson, 18 
years old, died of fatal gunshot wounds at the Albert Einstein Medical Center. The Philadelphia police found 
that Charles was killed in a total case of mistaken identity by two young men 23 and 25 years old with previ- 
ous arrest records. Prior to his death, Charles worked full time in the family business. He worked every day 
caring for over 100 chronically mentally ill adults every day. Charles had applied to school and his family 
received his acceptance letter the day after he passed away. Twenty six days after Charles died his only child 
was born. 


Movita Johnson-Harrell, MSW, Charles’ mother 
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When I Dream 

Portrait of Charles Andre Johnson 
Nathalie Miller 

assemblage 10” x 10” 2017 


Karen Ruggles is an assistant professor at DeSales University specializing in digital art and 3D animation. She 
works in digital media and produced this piece based off of photographs provided by Eric’s mother. The 
piece intends to bring a sense of connection to a young man whose life was lost to violence. Ten years after 
his murder, the family is still awaiting justice for Eric’s memory. May Eric’s soul find peace and his family 
find justice. 


Karen Ruggles, artist 


Eric Keith Woods Jr. was born on December twenty fifth in the year 1987. He was always a loving and caring 
individual with so much potential to be great and do phenomenal things. However, sadly before he could 
even begin to take part in those great things, whatever they may have been, Eric was murdered on August 
First in the year 2007 just moments after leaving a basketball game in the Kingsessing area of Philadelphia. 
Even though he was only nineteen when he was murdered, he had already done so many great things. Eric 
was a great son, brother, uncle, cousin, and friend amongst other things. If there was ever anything someone 
needed he wouldn't hesitate to do all he could to help. He was just a great individual with such a vibrant per- 
sonality. His love for basketball was like no other. He was so hardworking that even at a young age he al- 
ways kept a job in an attempt to financially help his family and friends with anything they may have needed. 
He consistently considered others happiness before his own. Eric’s presence alone could light up a room and 
when he spoke you could always feel the sincerity in his voice. This year makes ten years since he’s been 
gone and it already feels like a lifetime. We will always remember him for exactly what he was: an affection- 
ate, ambitious, loving, considerate, generous and passionate person. Love knows no boundaries so even 
while Eric is no longer physically here, his family and friends will continue to appreciate the time they shared 
with him. Eric Keith Woods Jr. has a legacy that will live on forever. 


Monique Irvis, Eric’s mother 


Eric 


Portrait of Eric K. Woods, Jr. 
Karen Ruggles 
digital print on canvas 16” x 20” 2017 


When my cousin’s wife was murdered, I was shaken and devastated. She was a beautiful happy woman. She 
was always positive, warm and loving and made me and everyone else feel very good to be around. Even 
when I felt uncomfortable with my own family, she always made me feel welcome. When she died, her three 
sons were left orphans. I had planted some sunflowers in my garden and the largest of them bloomed first 
with a bright gold sunny head just like Audra, its face bright against the clear blue sky. As I was outside 
painting, I just kept observing how beautiful it was and how much it reminded me of her as I painted and 
wept. I painted and wept through the whole process. This is the painting I did 6 years ago about my cousin’s 
wife Audra. 


Admirers comment that my work urges them to see beyond the subject matter. My purpose of painting a 
quince blossom is not to make an illustration or to render photographic detail. My purpose is similar to that 
of Asian art, to take the viewer beyond and find the essential soul in the subject which allows the viewer to 
find a path to meditation through the truths expressed. The way I work draws the viewer to expand in them- 
selves their own comprehension of the subject. 


Monique Sarkessian, artist 


Grey Stripe Mammoth Sunflower 
(For Audra) 

Portrait of Audra 

Monique Sarkessian 

oil on canvas 24” x 30” 2011 


An Anguished Young Man.... 
A teacher who will never be the same... 


I co-direct the after-school art program, The Stained Glass Project: Windows That Open Doors. 


That day was like any other. I had not seen my student since he left the program after having graduated from 
high school. He came to the Rec Center for a visit and asked if we might have a private talk in the hall. 


He wanted advice about college courses. We had a productive conversation. He went back into class while I 
headed for the bathroom, feeling so good that he had come specifically to ask for my input about his next 
steps into the adult world. It made me smile. 

When I returned to class, I was shocked to see him on one knee, leaning against a chair, doubled over and 
sobbing. My immediate reaction was to think somehow that what I had thought was a good conversation 
was not. Had I unknowingly said something hurtful? What did I do? 

And then I learned why this fully grown young man had fallen to the ground, devastated. 


He had just received a call from his mother informing him of the murder of his friend, a neighbor, shot direct- 
ly across the street from his home. 


“See, that’s why I never sit outside,” she said. 
He’s never recovered. How does one? It continues to haunt me. 


Joan Myerson Shrager, artist 


An Anguished Young Man 
Portrait of My Student 
Joan Myerson Shrager 


digital painting on canvas 20” x 30” 2017 


Iam incredibly grateful to the Music and Arts Committee of the Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill for 
inclusion of my brother, Mike, who lost his life at the barrel of an illegally obtained assault gun. Honoring 
innocent victims of gun violence, as Souls Shot so magnificently does, is and will be an enduring comfort to 
survivors. 


Bryan Miller 


Calling 

Portrait of Michael John Miller 
B. Douglas Smith 

mixed media 16” x 20” 2017 


Meet Marquis. A young man who often made his friends and family laugh, Marquis was just goofy. His 
mother describes him as always wanting to build a car that was out of this world. He loved cars and was 
gifted with working on them. But more than anything, he loved his family and friends. He is survived by two 
young daughters. 


This portrait seeks to capture Marquis' joy and goofiness. He's reaching out as a way to interact with the 
viewer, as if to hand us something. But what? He's passing off his legacy - the opportunity for his family and 
friends to pick up where he left off: making people laugh, loving his family, and building a better future. His 
favorite color was red and always wore his cross necklace from his mother around his neck, which has still 
not been returned to her from evidence more than a year after his murder. The space around him is blank, 
representing the future that was robbed of him, but also leaving the space for his loved ones to envision a 
future in which they carry his memory forward. 


Lauren Vargas, artist 


Marquis “MoneyMunch” Johnson - August 6, 1991 - June 7, 2016, Norristown, PA. 

Marquis Johnson, called “MoneyMunch” by his family and friends, was a handsome, fun-loving, happy 
young father. He laughed and smiled with ease and was always generous. He always treated people with 
respect. He had a soft spot in his heart for the weak and afraid and would try to help whenever possible. He 
felt other’s pain and misery an in his own way would bring a bit of joy into their hearts. He was happiest 
playing basketball, in the studio with his #500 brothers making music or spending time with his daughters, 
N’yasia and Paris. Marquis always had to have a hat to match his outfit. He talked about designing that 
phenomenal vehicle. At the age of 24, Marquis’ dreams were shattered when tragic events took his life. He 
definitely would have spent his life doing things that brought him and other happiness. Sadly, we will never 
find out. 


On a hot summer night in June 2016, Marquis’s life was cut short when he was confronted by a demon with a 
gun. Shots were fired and law enforcement arrived only to find Marquis’ lifeless body lying on the ground. 
This senseless murder shocked the Norristown Community. The demon, of course, ran from the scene but 
was later apprehended and convicted of murder. 


Phyllis Thomas, Marquis’ mother 


Meet Marquis 

Portrait of Marquis Johnson 
Lauren Vargas 

oil on canvas 20” x 30” 2017 


There’s nothing like it, nothing like the pain I wear on Stephen’s death. Until you put on them shoes, until 
you in that skin, you will never know. You will never know the devastation of losing someone you love so 
dearly, abruptly. The devastation becomes —no, the unsolved murder: How dare somebody kill my brother 
and nobody get caught? The pain becomes, who would do that to him? That’s when you feel that emptiness, 
that void, because you don’t have nothing but memories. 


Sharon Hill, Stephen’s sister 


oo r 
This 158 where alife ends 
and +he pain DEgGINS.....- 


Stephen’s Grave. Landsdowne (facing page) 
Stephen’s end, 51st & Haverford 

Portraits of Sharon Hill 

David I. Walker 

photographs 14” x 11” 

audio 2017 (tinyurl.com/Sharon-Hill-audio) 


The Artists 


Meri Adelman 
Meri Adelman received her B.F.A. cum laude from the Maryland Institute College of Art and her M.A. in Art History 
from Temple University. She was the Curator of Education at Woodmere Art Museum for 13 years. 


Donna Backues 
Donna Backues has a BA in Studio Art from Southern Illinois University and an MFA from The Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts. 


After working as a graphic designer in the USA, Donna lived for 18 years in Indonesia working in grassroots community 
development using her art skills in various capacities. 


Currently residing in Philadelphia, Donna has been awarded residencies through the Philadelphia Art Museum’s Delphi 
Art Futures & Art Partners program and Spiral Q. In 2013 Donna won first prize in the American Batik Design 
Competition, and in 2014 she was awarded the Art & Change Grant by the Leeway foundation and the New Courtland 
Fellowship in 2017. Four of her paintings are in the Philadelphia Convention Center’s permanent collection. Her murals 
can be seen in Philadelphia, Camden NJ and in Leeds, UK. www.donnabackues.com 


Constance Brady 

Constance Brady (b. Wilmington, DE) moved to Brooklyn, New York in 1997 where she earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts 
from Pratt Institute and at Columbia University studied Advanced Clinical Social Work. 

As the 2013-2015 Postgraduate Behavioral Health Fellow in the Department of Psychiatry at Yale School of Medicine, for 
two years Constance trained as a member of a multi-disciplinary ambulatory treatment team in a community-based 
outpatient acute services unit, conducted several hundred mobile crisis psychiatric evaluations, developed triage and 
comprehensive acute psychosocial assessments. Her pursuit of painting has been lauded as "constant and profound" by 
Artist and Curator Ernesto Pujol who describes Constance's approach "...she pushes her painting medium, sampling 
from its rich historical archive, while at the same time trying to raise it to a new contemporary dimension". Ms. Brady's 
works have been exhibited and published internationally. Recognized as one of the world's top graffiti writers by 
Publisher's Weekly, paintings from Constance's "City Series", a body of work spanning from 2001 to 2006, are featured in 
Nicholas Ganz's Graffiti World (New York. Abrams, 2004. ISBN: 0810949792) and Graffiti Women (New York. Abrams, 
2006. ISBN: 0810957477). The artist is seeking new representation. 

For more information, please visit www.constancebrady.com or contact the artist's studio directly atinfo@constancebrady.com. 


Beth Carson 

Beth Carson is a mother, grandmother, designer and artist. Working mostly in oil, she is inspired by the everyday 
moments in life. Her goal is to capture those moments that might otherwise be considered too "normal" to otherwise be 
remembered. Her work can be viewed at www.bethcarsondesign.com or on instagram @bethcarsondesign. 


Jonny Castro 

Jonny Castro is an 11 year veteran of the Philadelphia Police Department and currently serves as their lead Forensic 
Composite Artist. In his spare time, he paints portraits of Police Officers and Military Personnel that have been killed in 
the line of duty, and sends them to their families and departments. It's done 100% free of charge. He has completed over 
130 portraits to date 


Karen Shechtman Cole 

Graduating from Tyler School of Art, Temple University, as a painter and art educator, Philadelphia artist Karen 
Shectman Cole has explored and exhibited a wide variety of media over the years. From painting to ceramics, glass, 
mixed media sculpture and then returning to her love of painting and collage, she continues to experiment with her love 
of color, pattern, line and texture in her mixed media creations. She has exhibited at the Snyderman-Works Gallery, 
Woodmere Art Museum, Wayne Art Center, University of the Arts, and other venues. Karen has written articles for 
magazines including Somerset Studio, Art Journaling Magazine, Artful Blogging, Belle Armoire Jewelry and Artists 
Café. She is a featured artist in the books Creative Wildfire, by L.K. Ludwig, and The Pulse of Mixed Media, by Seth 
Apter, both available from Amazon or Barnes and Noble. 


Lisa Domenic 

Lisa Domenic is a former emergency room nurse and artist living in Philadelphia with her family. The Souls Shot Portrait 
Project integrated both painting the portrait of long-time friend and trauma patient John Marynowitz. She began 
painting in 2011 after a diagnosis of multiple sclerosis, and believes life’s setbacks can either hold us in place or push us 
forward. Lisa has a passion for giving shape and voice to those moments and uses the medium of oil paint for its 
adaptability and forgiving nature. She is a member of Cheltenham Art Center, exhibits locally and studied with noted 
artists Paul Kane, Joseph Sweeney, and Ty Hodanish. 


Mikel Elam 

Mikel received his BFA in painting from the University of the Arts in Philadelphia, attended the School of Visual Arts in 
New York in their Master’s program, and the Schuylkill Academy of Fine Art for Old World Drawing and Painting in 
Philadelphia. 


His work has been exhibited at Da Vinci Art alliance, Woodmere Art Museum (Maurice Freed Memorial Prize for Mixed 
Media), Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens, InLiquid, Moore College of Art, The Painted Bride Art Center, and many more 
galleries and venues in Philadelphia. He has shown his work in many exhibitions elsewhere in this country and abroad 
including Art Basel in Miami and New York, Ohio, London, Switzerland, Paris, and Germany. His work has been in 
publications such as Biennale Internationale Dell’ Arte Contemporanea Catalog, Vibe, Inquirer Magazine, Seven Arts 
Magazine, Philadelphia Magazine, and many more publications. 


Helene Halstuch 

Helene Halstuch received her BA in Fine Art from the Central School of Art in London and her art teacher's certificate 
from London University Institute of Education. She lived in SW France and visits there every year to paint in the 
landscape. Helene exhibits her work locally at the Chestnut Hill Gallery and is a member of The Plastic Club and the 
National Association of Women Artists. 


Christopher Hardgrove 

Christopher resides in Philadelphia after finishing an art residency in Florence, Italy and working on an MFA at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio. He graduated from the University of Miami receiving his BA in Studio Art and BS in 
Advertising, minoring in Architecture and Marketing. He spreads his knowledge and love for art over video, graphic 
design, sculpture, and multi-media installations. 


Corinne Holloway 

Corinne Holloway uses her art to explore metaphysical concepts ranging from the intrinsic value of the individual to the 
problem of pain. In her paintings and drawings, she often juxtaposes the beautiful with the grotesque, and the sorrowful 
with the joyful, in order to show the truth of our world in both its reflective glory and fallen mess. Although Holloway is 
primarily an abstract painter, she has an affinity for both portraiture and figurative drawing which stems from her love 
of fiction and narrative. Holloway uses art as visual storytelling in order to communicate truth. 


Anna Kocher 

Anna Kocher received her BA in Fine Art in 2002, after time spent studying art at Temple and in Orvieto, Italy. Since 
that time she has done work for commission and exhibited in galleries, churches, schools and other venues. Throughout 
her career as an artist she has had the privilege of organizing projects and exhibits in churches, schools and prisons. She 
lives with her husband and three children in the Greater Philadelphia area. 


Laura Madeleine 

Laura is a fine artist working in painted batik technique on silk. She was represented by the venerable Rosenfeld Gallery 
and now shows in various venues in Philadelphia and elsewhere. She has received many awards for her work over the 
years from Woodmere Art Museum, and many more institutions. Her series of batik paintings paired with ekphrastic 
poems called Waxing Poetic inspired the original song cycle In This Blue Room composed by Kile Smith and performed by 
Lyric Fest. She is a former designer and art director, receiving awards from Print and AIGA. She worked for several 
years as an illustrated map designer for the National Geographic Society. She teaches children and adults, when asked, 
and participates in outreach programs. Her finest creations are Claire, Charles, and Cole Pritchard. To view more of her 
work, go to laurabatik.com. 


Paula Mandel 

A native of Philadelphia, Paula Mandel received degrees in Fine Arts and Psychology from Temple University. She 
worked in oils/mixed media for 30 years, creating psychological portraits. For more than a decade she has studied all 
methods of manipulating glass with internationally renowned artists and has morphed into a glass/mixed media 
sculptor. Mandel’s interactive sculptures based on toys are included in volume 1 of Best in America: Glass Artists and 
Artisans. Along with multiple solo exhibitions, she has been invited to exhibit her work in numerous museum and 
gallery exhibitions including the “Best of Philadelphia Glass Artists” exhibition at the National Liberty Museum, 
Snyderman Works Gallery, “Women in Glass” at the Wayne Art Center, Rosemont College, Drexel University, and 
Philadelphia’s City Hall. Mandel, along with fellow artist Joan Myerson Shrager, has curated multiple exhibits in the 
area. In addition, the two artists co-founded and co-direct the nationally award-winning Philadelphia After-School: The 
Stained Glass Project: Windows That Open Doors, now in its 12‘ year. 


Nathalie Miller 
Nathalie Miller is an artist, living in Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. Utilizing mixed media, she works to make art that 
focuses on current affairs and individuals' relationship to the world. 


Ann Price Hartzell 

My earliest memories are of my grandmother's studio, in the cupola of an old mansion, on Gowan Avenue. She was an 
illustrator of children’s books in the early 1900's. Her artistic vision has been with me as long as I can remember. 

I have dabbled in art all my life. I have operated my own apparel business, creating one-of-a-kind women’s accessories 
and wraps, for many years. I have never done a portrait outside of classes at school. The Souls Shot: Portraits of Victims of 
Gun Violence has been a moving experience. The anguishing story of (Stephen) Khiry Johnson and the Johnson family, 
who have lost two promising young men to gun violence, should be enough. We must lend our voices, our art, our lives 
to end these murders. 


Karen Ruggles 
Karen Ruggles is an assistant professor at DeSales University specializing in digital art and 3D animation. She works in 
digital media. 


Monique Sarkessian 

A Philadelphia artist who creates vibrant oil and encaustic wax paintings that express the joy found in finding the divine 
in everyday life. Monique Sarkessian earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in painting at Temple University’s Tyler 
School of Art in 1987. In continuing studies she has studied 18th Century European furniture painting, art education, 
and traditional icon painting with a Russian master iconographer. She has also taken workshops with internationally 
recognized painters. Since 1984, Monique’s work has been shown and honored with awards at numerous exhibitions 
across the country including 2 museums. One of her most recent exhibitions was a solo exhibition at Villanova 
University Art Gallery, which was widely acclaimed. Some of her recent awards include second place for painting out of 
84 painters in the Plein Air Brandywine Valley Art Competition, 3rd place in Plein Air Brandywine 3 , second place in 
Bucks County Plein Air Paint Out, Fleisher Art Memorial juried show, as well as awards by Artist’s Equity, juried shows 
at Harcum College, Longwood Gardens Plein Air Competition, Montgomery County Community College, Main Line 
Art Center and Chester County Art Association juried shows. Her work is featured in Art Up Close shown at Art Basel, 
Miami, Art Expo NY, Spectrum Miami, Architectural Digest fairs and in publications Art in America Guide 2016 and Art 
Up Close World Edition 2015-17. www.MoniqueSarkessian.com 


Joan Myerson Shrager 

Joan Myerson Shrager is a professional digital artist, painter and sculptor, former director of ArtForms Gallery, 
Manayunk. She is co-founder/ director with Paula Mandel of the award winning Stained Glass Project: Windows That 
Open Doors now in its 12th year, a non-profit after school art program for underserved Philadelphia Public School 
youngsters. Since 2009 she has created over 100 PowerPoint presentations with the senior rabbi of Reform Congregation 
Keneseth Israel. 


Her digital and conventional work has been exhibited in hundreds of invitational solo and group exhibitions. It is in the 
collections of Harcum College, at the Kevin D. Marlo Gallery; University of Pennsylvania; Drexel University and the 
Museum of Computer Art (MOCA). 


Recent Exhibitions: 

2014 Solo exhibitions at St. John’s Lutheran Church Gallery, Melrose Park; 9/11 Exhibition Harcum College; Group 
exhibition at Bryn Athyn Museum. 

2015 Group invitational exhibition at Old City Jewish Art Center; invitational group exhibition at Temple Judea 
Museum, Philadelphia City Hall; Harcum College. www.joan-myersonshrager.com and www.facebook.com/ 
joanmyersonshrager.digitalart?ref=br_tf 


B. Douglas Smith 

B. Douglas Smith is a modern artist and Army veteran based out Philadelphia. For the past 15 years he has exhibited his 
unique soulful creations throughout the tri-state area as well as Germany and Italy. Highlights include three sculptures 
selected for Philadelphia Sculptors, "Pinned" juried exhibition and an abstract video projected at the Museum of Modern 
Art in NYC for the "Abstract Currents" group show. His passion for art is inspired by his life experiences, friends, fami- 
ly, and an urge to connect with his human family deeper than on the surface of life. He regards his time painting the 
portrait of Michael John Miller as one of the most transformative and humbling experiences of his art career. Bryan loves 
painting commissions and will open his South Philly studio by appt. Connect with him on FB at Painterbry, Instagram at 
therealbigbadbry, or email him at Painterbryfineart@gmail.com. 


Lauren Vargas 

Lauren Vargas lives and works as an artist in North Philadelphia and her current work primarily focuses on portraiture. 
Her recent work has included a series of portraits about what it means to be a neighbor. Her work has focused largely 
on her immediate environment: friends, family, my neighborhood. She has worked as a community artist for many 
years, teaching after-school art classes in painting, drawing and silk-screening to middle school and high school stu- 
dents in Hunting Park. She graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with a BA in Fine Arts in 2005. You can 
check out more of her work at lauren-vargas.com. 


David I. Walker 
David I. Walker is a writer and multimedia producer, and founder of the Berks Story Project. He lives in Wyomissing, 
PA. 


The Curators 


Laura Madeleine 

Her artistic merits are detailed in The Artists section above. Functioning as a curator of this exhibition has been daunting 
and immeasurably rewarding for her. She is a long time member of The Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill primarily 
because of the church’s support of the arts and pertinent, important social causes such as the issue of gun violence, and 
the superb intellectual challenge it offers. 


Rebecca Thornburgh 

Rebecca Thornburgh is a children's book author/illustrator who spends her days drawing whimsical creatures and 
thinking up weird stories. She has illustrated over 135 books, two fiberglass polar bear benches, and a number of murals. 
Rebecca sings with Reckless Amateurs, an Americana band, Mendelssohn Club of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia 
Women's Music Project, and the Gallery Choir of the Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill. 


The Sponsors 


Heeding God’s Call to End Gun Violence 

Heeding God's Call is a faith-based movement to prevent gun violence. 

We unite people of faith in the sacred responsibility to protect our brothers, sisters and children. We help local faith 
communities organize advocacy campaigns to encourage gun shops to adopt a code of conduct to deter illegal 
purchasing and trafficking of handguns. We provide support and resources for faith communities to form multi-racial, 
ecumenical and interfaith partnerships working together, on both social and legislative levels, to prevent gun violence. 
We serve as a ‘connection point’ for congregations and partnerships to connect with, learn from and support the work of 
gun violence prevention organizations and efforts already in place; and we advocate for faith communities to make 
commitments to raise voices and take action to prevent gun violence. 


The Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill 

The church is an inclusive community, for mission, music, and fellowship. It isa community organized to gather once a 
week for worship, to make exceptional music, and to work in our community to feed the growing numbers of hungry 
men, women and children in Philadelphia, to end gun violence in the city (a big dream, I will grant you— but we dream 
big here), to make health care available in the Northwest to those with no resources and to join with others in giving 
shelter to the homeless. We are also a community organized to gather for another distinctive reason: to wrestle together 
with the big questions. 
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